
Locally Modified Courses

Policy and Procedures 

Introduction 

Policy and Procedures for Locally Modified Courses of Study will assist school division personnel in the 

development and implementation of Locally Modified Courses of Study, referred to as Locally Modified 

Courses or LMCs. 

Policy statements represent the minister’s authority and provide direction for a course of action when 

dealing with a particular issue. Procedures detail roles, responsibilities, methods and timelines in the 

process of implementing the policy or program, as well as the factors that ministry officials take into 

account when interpreting and applying the policy in practice.   

Any reference in this document to a school division is deemed to include provincial schools, 

the Conseil des écoles fransaskoises (CEF), First Nations schools, custody and care schools, independent 

schools and post-secondary sites that have been approved to offer Secondary Level courses. 

Overview of Education Programs 

School divisions make choices to best serve the students in their jurisdiction.  Two types of programs 

provide a variety of options for the full range of students attending the province’s schools.  Within the 

Regular Education Program, there are three course options:  provincially developed, locally developed 

and locally modified (basic and advanced).  The Additional Education Program offers two options:  

Alternative Education Programs and Functional Integrated Programs. 

Any or all of these programs may be offered in French or in English.  Fransaskois schools must offer 

these courses in French, while French immersion programs may offer any of these courses in order to 

allow the student to retain his or her bilingual status.  It should be noted that the actual course titles 

and course codes of the LMCs to be offered in French will be different from those offered in English. 

The needs of most students can be met through the selection of provincially developed offerings within 

the Regular Education Program.  The Adaptive Dimension allows teachers to make adjustments to any 

or all of the following variables: learning environment, instruction, assessment and resources. 

Adjustments to these variables are intended to make learning meaningful and appropriate and support 

students to achieve curricular outcomes (see Appendix B).  However, there may be situations where the 

unique needs of students cannot be met in this way.  In this case, school divisions may offer other 

courses. The policy outlined in this document provides guidelines for school personnel in providing 

LMCs for students. 

In partnership with parents, students and professional staff, school divisions determine the specific 

needs, interests and abilities of students, and plan programs and courses of study that address them.  

Locally Modified (Basic and Advanced) Courses are developed by school divisions to meet local needs 

that are not met by provincially developed curricula. 

Figure 1 illustrates the range of options available to Saskatchewan school divisions in providing 

education for secondary students.   



Figure 1: An Overview of Education Programs 

Regular Education Programs Additional Education Programs 

Alternative Education Programs Functional Integrated Programs 

Designed and Approved as Individual Courses Designed and Approved as Individual 
Courses 

Designed and Approved as a Complete 
Program 

*Successful completion of credit requirements provides a Regular
Saskatchewan Grade 12 Transcript of Secondary Level Achievement.

* Successful completion of credit requirements
provides a Saskatchewan Grade 12 Transcript
of Secondary Level Achievement –Alternative
Education, but it does not provide a Regular
Saskatchewan Grade 12 Transcript of
Secondary Level Achievement.

Transcript indicates the completion of an 
approved Functional Integrated Program. 

Locally Modified 
Advanced Course 
10A, 20A, 30A 

Core Curriculum 
10, 20, 30 

Locally Modified 
Basic Course 
11, 21, 31 

Alternative Education Courses 
18, 28, 38 

Inclusion and Intervention Plan 
(Functional Integrated Programs are not 
described as individual courses) 

 100% of Core
provincial
curriculum
outcomes PLUS
school division
developed
advanced
outcomes

 100% of Core
provincial
curriculum
outcomes

 At least 50% of Core
provincial curriculum
outcomes PLUS school
division developed
outcomes

 Contain less than 50% of Core provincial
curriculum outcomes and/or school
division developed outcomes appropriate
for student’s strengths and needs.

 Credit requirements may be fulfilled by
various combinations of Regular (which
includes modified) and Alternative
Education Courses

 Areas of focus
o Academic
o Communication
o Personal Management
o Social Competence & Social Networks
o Leisure/Recreation/Physical Wellness
o Career/Work Exploration
o Task Performance/Work Habits
o Other (e.g., cognitive development,

orientation/mobility, motor)

 Transition Planning

Locally Developed Courses of Study 

 “L” Designation: any regular course designations (e.g., 10L, 20L, 30L)

 May have up to 100% local (original) outcomes

 Designed to meet local needs

Note:  The Adaptive Dimension is designed to assist students to meet the outcomes of approved curricula, courses and programs (Locally Modified Advanced, Core, 
Locally Modified Basic, Alternative Education, and Functional Integrated).  Refer to The Adaptive Dimension for Saskatchewan K-12 Students.  

Students are supported through the following three key principles of a needs-based approach; 

 inclusionary philosophies and beliefs;

 responsive instruction, interventions and supports; and

 interprofessional collaboration.
Refer to Actualizing a Needs-Based Model.

*Please refer to Time Allocations and Credit Policy (1.1) section in the Registrar’s Handbook for School Administrators.

http://publications.gov.sk.ca/documents/11/100225-The%20Adaptive%20Dimension.pdf
http://publications.gov.sk.ca/documents/11/87218-Actualizing%20a%20needs-based%20model.pdf
http://publications.gov.sk.ca/documents/11/97479-2017-18%20Registrar's%20Handbook%20(2).pdf


Roles and Responsibilities 

The processes of ensuring students receive appropriate educational programs suited to individual needs and abilities are 

a shared responsibility between school divisions and the ministry.  The following describes the respective responsibilities 

of each of those partners: 

School Divisions 

School division personnel are responsible for: 

 identifying students who would best be served through LMCs;

 consulting with the Director, Curriculum Unit, Student Achievement and Supports Branch prior to the
development of LMCs;

 developing a course description consistent with the requirements;

 completing the appropriate online applications necessary for the formal process of ministry approval for LMCs;

 providing continuous monitoring of courses of study and programs to ensure the content and structure meet
the needs of students;

 updating courses of study and programs as needs of students change; and

 monitoring LMC expiration dates on the Student Data System (SDS) at https://www.k12.gov.sk.ca/sdsprod/.

Schools 

School personnel are responsible for: 

 submitting student enrollment, demographic information, course registration and marks to the Registrar’s Office
of the ministry; and

 teaching the course as described in the application for approval.

Ministry of Education  

The Director, Curriculum Unit: 

 responds to inquiries and refers requests to appropriate personnel regarding development of  LMCs;

 informs school divisions of the status of the approval;

 reviews the LMC online application and approves the course, makes suggestions for revision or denies approval
of the course; and

 forwards notification of approval or denial to the Registrar’s Office.

The Registrar's Office 

 records student demographic data to enroll a student in a specific school program;

 registers courses and programs, assigns new course codes when a new course is approved, enters the approval
on the Student Data System (SDS) for that school or school division and records student-specific course
registration;

 keeps updated listing of available LMCs; and

 records student marks for Secondary Level courses and produces student transcripts.

https://www.k12.gov.sk.ca/sdsprod/


Policy for Locally Modified (Basic and Advanced) Courses of Study  

By definition, a Locally Modified (Basic) Course of Study includes at least 50% of the course content which is selected 

from the provincial curriculum, and the remainder is developed by the school division. It is imperative that the portion 

selected from the provincial curriculum adheres to the aim and goals of the area of study and represents a balance of 

the curricular content. The portion of the course determined by the school division may include newly-developed 

outcomes or modifications to the rigour of existing outcomes.  As examples: 

 The newly developed outcomes may be 
o outcomes from the provincial curriculum of a previous grade; 
o written to extend understanding in a specific area related to the provincial curriculum (for example, 

inclusion of outcomes related to the practical use of mathematics in a student’s daily life); and/or 
o written to extend understanding in other areas of study (for example, including mathematical concepts 

in a modified science course). 

 The modifications to the rigour of existing outcomes may reduce the depth of understanding expected.  
 

Locally Modified (Basic) Courses (designated 11, 21, 31) can be used to fulfil requirements in language arts, 

mathematics, sciences and social sciences. Locally Modified (Basic) Courses may not be accepted as entrance 

requirements at post-secondary institutions. 

A Locally Modified (Advanced) Course of Study includes 100% of the provincial curriculum and additional advanced 

outcomes developed by the school division. Locally Modified (Advanced) Courses (designated 10A, 20A, 30A) can be 

used to fulfill requirements in language arts, mathematics, sciences and social sciences. If assessment, observation and 

collaborative team meetings determine  that a student’s needs can best be met through placement in a Locally Modified 

(Basic or Advanced) Course, then all those involved in this decision must carefully consider the implications of such a 

placement. Parents/guardians/caregivers, students, teachers and administrators must review this policy with particular 

attention given to the rationale and implications as outlined.  

 

Students Who Are Learning English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 
Students whose first language is other than English should be placed with grade-level peers and allowed adequate time 

and support to gain language skills in the context of classroom learning. In Saskatchewan, student progress with EAL is 

monitored along a language scale called the Common Framework of Reference (CFR). This framework outlines growth in 

language proficiency between levels A1.1 and B1.2. When students are beyond B1.2, their language skills will allow for 

achievement of outcomes and participation in departmental exams (written in English) without any special provisions. If 

students of EAL have been assessed and monitored over a span of time and there are indications of first language delay* 

or other specific learning challenges, then alternative pathways to achieving provincial outcomes must be 

considered. For more information, schools may wish to contact eal@gov.sk.ca or the ministry website Supports for 

English as an Additional Language.  

*translators or interpreters may be required to determine first language abilities 

Policy for Enrollment 

It is expected that school divisions have policies and procedures regarding: 

 involvement of students and parents/guardians/caregivers in placement decisions; 

 placement criteria for enrolling students in LMCs; 

 assessment and evaluation of student achievement; and 

http://publications.gov.sk.ca/documents/11/82934-A%20Guide%20to%20Using%20the%20CFR%20with%20EAL%20Learners.pdf
mailto:eal@gov.sk.ca
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/education-and-child-care-facility-administration/services-for-school-administrators/supports-for-english-as-an-additional-language
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/education-and-child-care-facility-administration/services-for-school-administrators/supports-for-english-as-an-additional-language


 annual evaluation of approved LMCs.

It is very important that school personnel make clear to parents/guardians/caregivers and students that Locally 

Modified (Basic) Courses may not currently meet admission requirements in post-secondary education programs. 

The decision to enroll a student in a Locally Modified (Basic or Advanced) Course should be based on: 

 current and historical evidence-based formal and informal assessments;

 educational history; and

 the input and agreement of students and parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers and administrators.

School divisions should develop a consent form that outlines the implications of enrolling a student in LMCs; the consent 

form should be signed by the student and parents/guardians/caregivers.   This consent form should be kept in the 

student’s academic file. If the consent form is not signed by the student and parents/guardians/caregivers, this should 

be noted on the consent form and kept in the student’s academic file. 

Application Procedures and Timelines 

The first stage, Intent to Proceed with a Locally Modified Course of Study, is meant to guide school divisions through 

the initial stage of submitting an electronic LMC application for approval by asking critical questions. Copies of approved 

courses are available for preview by contacting the Curriculum Unit at curriculum@gov.sk.ca. It may be possible to adapt 

or adopt a course to meet the needs of a similar group of students. The titles of approved and current Locally Modified 

(Basic and Advanced) Courses are listed in Frequently Asked Questions. If a school division is adopting an already 

approved course, only the first stage of the online application must be completed.     

Once approval for the Intent to Proceed has been granted, the school division proceeds with course development, 

completes stage 2, Application for Approval of a Locally Modified Course of Study, and submits it 

electronically (see Appendix C:  Checklist for Course Development).  The course is either approved, approved with 

revisions or denied. 

Upon approval of the course, the Registrar’s Office is notified, a course code is assigned and the course approval is 

entered into the Student Data System.  The Director of Education or Designate is notified. The original course submission 

with supporting documentation is retained by the school division Director of Education’s office.   

Students cannot be registered in and schools cannot teach the course until the LMC has been formally approved by the 

ministry. 

As of 2016, LMCs are approved for the duration of the provincial curriculum upon which they were developed. When the 

provincial curriculum is renewed, school divisions will receive an expiration date for each LMC in that area of study. An 

application process will then occur for approval of a new LMC that is based on the renewed provincial curriculum.  

Submission Timelines  

Semester 1 Semester 2 

 Submission of Stage 1: Intent to Proceed March 1 October 1 

 Submission of Stage 2:  Application for Approval May 1 December 1 

mailto:curriculum@gov.sk.ca
https://www.edonline.sk.ca/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_3405_1&content_id=_84220_1&mode=reset

